RHINEBECK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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May 22, 2012
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PAUL SLAYTON  





MARK FLEISCHHAUER






DIANE KANTAROS






LISA ROSENTHAL
(arr. 6:55 pm)







KAREN HATTER

DEIDRE BURNS

ELISSA CASCIO

OTHERS PRESENT:
JOSEPH PHELAN, TOM BURNELL, ED DAVENPORT, JOHN KEMNITZER, BRETT KING, DIANE LYONS, MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC, BILL KEMBLE
1.0
Call to Order

President Burns called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM.
2.0
Approval of Minutes

2.1
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, the Board voted to approve the minutes of the May 08, 2012 Regular Meeting*


VOTE: 6 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros); 
0 NAY; 1 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

2.2
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, the Board voted to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2012 Annual Meeting*

VOTE: 6 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros); 
0 NAY; 1 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

3.0
Public Comment

None 

4.0
Reports and Discussion

4.1 
Principals Reports

BMS:  Mr. Kemnitzer reported on the 7th Grade Living History project, which this year incorporated 21st Century technology into the process. Among the individuals the students chose to profile were Dr. Patricia Wright and Mireya Mayor, from the Madagascar Project, and Lady Gaga, whose advocacy for LGBT rights and against bullying tie into the current work on the Dignity For All Students Act. The students are also working on a collaborative project with the students from Ranomofana, their partner village in Madagascar. As a fundraising effort, the students will be selling crafts from Madagascar on June 2 at Rhinecliff Waterfront Day. Also highlighted were the student performances of Shakespeare, the pottery workshop with a Raku potter, trips to the New York Philharmonic and Omega Institute, and the display of student art work at Montgomery Row. 
RHS: Dr. Davenport reported on the Peer Leadership Training scheduled for the Fall, a Media Literacy Assembly, and work being done to ease the transition from 8th to 9th Grade. AP Exams are almost completed with 200 AP exams having been administered. The High School Band earned at Gold rating on a Level 4 composition in the recent NYSSMA competition. Efforts to promote safe driving during Prom season and beyond include the Safe Teen Driving program and assemblies with presentations from STOP DWI, police officers and Robin Young Sears. The Spanish Club’s first Cinco de Mayo celebration was attended by more than 50 students. Commencement will be held June 23 at 6:00 pm. 
CLS: Mr. King reported on the Linking Lives program with the Senior Friendship Center which links the students with senior citizens. A paper quilt, which will later become a fabric quilt, with representations of each group, will be on display for Special Friends Day. The project is in its third year. The PTSO sponsored a staff appreciation breakfast. The consultant visited to work with staff on Everyday Math on May 14 and 15. The Fifth Grade students will be working with James Herera on Madagascar. The Whale Watch trips will be June 5, June 6 and June 13. 
A comment was made on how impressive the Science Fair was and asked if more could be done to promote the activity given the participation of only about 20 students. Mr. King suggested that perhaps preparations can begin at an earlier point. Mr. Stiverson’s financial literacy project, which involves the students in deciding on investments in the stock market, also received recognition.
(Ms. Rosenthal arrived during the Principals’ Reports.)

4.2 
Board Committee Reports*
President Burns noted that the Curriculum Committee meeting notes were included in the Board packet and commented on the Committee’s review of the proposed changes to the CLS report card, how it will appear to parents on School Tool, and noted that the Committee will revisit the item in its next iteration.
5.0
Comments

5.1
Good News

President Burns commented on the fact that the budget was approved by a wide margin and expressed thanks to the community for its support. President Burns then welcomed Ms. Lisa Rosenthal, who won election to fill the unexpired portion of Laurie Rich’s term, and joins the Board at this evening’s meeting. Mrs. Diane Lyons will be joining the Board in July.

Mr. Phelan reported that he would be accompanying the Valedictorian and Salutatorian, along with Dr. Davenport and President Burns, to the Lower Hudson Council of School Superintendents’ Scholarship Dinner. The scheduled speaker is former Presidential Press Secretary Ari Fleischer.

Mrs. Hatter congratulated Mr. Fleischhauer on his re-election to the Board.
5.2
Old Businesss

None
5.3
Public Comment

None
5.4
Other

Mrs. Cascio reminded her colleagues that efforts are being made to schedule a presentation, before the end of the school year, for a School Resource Officer, and encouraged everyone to attend the Dutchess County School Boards Association meeting on June 7.
Mr. Phelan reported that a group of non-instructional staff members have developed a project to recognize two employees who passed away in recent years, Mr. Jack Haupin and Mr. Brian Butler, with a memorial area around CLS. In addition, the Rhinebeck High School Class of 1962 has approached the school district about donating a tree in memory of their deceased classmates. 
6.0
Action Items

6.1
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the following consent items:
6.1.1 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the CSE and CPSE recommendations.*

6.1.2 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the Treasurer’s Reports (General Fund and Extra Classroom Fund, April 2012).*
6.1.3 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the schedule of Staff Pay dates for the 2012-2013 school year. (See attached.)*
VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.2 
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to accept a donation of $32,677.26 from the Friends of the Whale Watch to defray expenses relating to the 5th Grade Whale Watch field trips to Cape Cod for one class (West) on June 5-7, 2012, for two classes (Younger and Palmatier) on June 6-8, 2012, and for two classes (Menconeri and Collins) on June 13-15, 2012.* 
VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.3 
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to appoint Kathy Younger and Mary Fleischhauer as a 2011-12 CLS Enrichment Program instructors. (See attached.)*
VOTE: 6 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 
0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 1 ABSTAIN (Fleischhauer)


MOTION CARRIED

6.4 Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve Jean Florio to score the 2011-12 Grades 4 NYS Science Assessments. (See attached.)* 
VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.5 
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to accept grant awards from the Rhinebeck PTSO in the total amount of $1,582, as stipulated.*
Prior to the vote, President Burns thanked the PTSO for their hard work and support of the District.

VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.6 
***** TABLED *****Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to grant tenure to Natalie Serkowski, in the tenure area of  Social Studies, effective September 1, 2012, and may be revoked by the Board of Education up until that time.*
Prior to the vote, a discussion took place about the sufficiency of the documentation supporting the recommendation for tenure and the procedure surrounding the granting of tenure.

Motion by Slayton, seconded by Cascio, the Board voted to TABLE Item 6.6 until after discussion in Executive Session.
VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 
0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.7 
***** TABLED ***** Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to grant tenure to Robin Berger, in the tenure area of English as a Second Language, effective September 1, 2012, and may be revoked by the Board of Education up until that time.*
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Kantaros, the Board voted to TABLE Item 6.7 until after discussion in Executive Session.
VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 
0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

7.0 
Proposed Executive Session
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to move into executive session at 8:16 pm for the purpose of discussion of collective negotiations with the Rhinebeck Teachers Association, pursuant to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law, and the discussion of the employment history of particular persons.

VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

(Mr. Phelan exited the Executive Session at 9:47 pm.)

Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, the Board voted to return to Regular Session at 10:55 pm.

VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 
0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Cascio, seconded by Fleischhauer, the Board voted to appoint Paul Slayton as Clerk Pro Tempore.

VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 
0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.6
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to grant tenure to Natalie Serkowski, in the tenure area of  Social Studies, effective September 1, 2012, and may be revoked by the Board of Education up until that time.*

VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.7
Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to grant tenure to Robin Berger, in the tenure area of English as a Second Language, effective September 1, 2012, and may be revoked by the Board of Education up until that time.*
VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

8.0 
Adjournment

Motion by Slayton, seconded by Fleischhauer, the Board voted to adjourn at 10:58 pm.

VOTE: 7 AYE (Burns, Slayton, Fleischhauer, Hatter, Cascio, Kantaros, Rosenthal); 0 NAY; 0 ABSENT; 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Todisco

District Clerk

Paul Slayton

Clerk Pro Tempore

